
Kennedy Center/DC Partnership Schools Initiative 2007-08 
Student Centered Residency Proposal Form 

 

Contact Information 
Name: Arianna Ross 
Address: 13641 Winterspoon Lane, Germantown, MD 20874 
Phone: 301 518-8607 
E-mail: ross_story@yahoo.com 

 

Residency Title 
Discovering the Power of the Written Word:  Using Creative Writing and Storytelling to Motivate 
students to become authors 

 

 

Target Audience 
Students in Grades __3

rd
 -7

th
 ______ 

Maximum number of students per class: ___25-30______ 
Maximum number of classes per day: __5______ 

 

Scope 
Number of Sessions: ____10______ 
Time length of Session: ___45 minutes_____ 

 

RESIDENCY OVERVIEW 
 
A.  Residency Components 
This residency includes the following components (requirement of Kennedy Center DC Partnership Initiative 
Program) 
Artist Performance 
Classroom Observation before Residency Begins 
Planning Meetings (2) with Participating Teachers 
Classroom Sessions (10) 
Reflection Meetings with Participating Teachers (10) 
Culminating Event to Share Student Learning 
Residency Evaluation with Teachers  

 
 
 

B.  Description 

From the beginning of time, writing has had the ability to empower, anger, hurt, encourage, or 
excite someone. Through a series of creative writing exercises and the process of writing a true 
story or a piece of fiction, students discover the power of their own words to persuade someone 
to feel a particular emotion.  This residency creates an atmosphere where students may redefine 
and/or polish their own written voice. The end result of the residency is a piece of writing ready to 
be displayed at the school.  Join professional storyteller, author and arts educator, Arianna Ross 
as she guides students into becoming authors. 

 
 
 

C.  Rationale 
Many students need support in developing their ability to write confidently.  Storytelling, 
drama and creative writing can enhance and motivate students’ understanding of the 
written word, build self-confidence, strengthen literacy skills, develop self-respect and 
create positive group dynamics.   

 



Kennedy Center/DC Partnership Schools Initiative 2007-08 
Student Centered Residency Proposal Form 

D.  Results 
Know 
-  The elements of a story 
-  The difference between the various categories of non-fiction: Auto-biographical verses Memior 
-  How to present their writing to an audience 
-  A range of techniques to expand an idea into a written story   
 
Be Able to 
-  Identify the vocabulary related to writing 
-  Create and develop strong characters, setting, problem and solution  
-  Revise and refine writing based on storytelling exercises and peer suggestions 
-  Confidently share their writing in front of others  
 
Appreciate 
- The joy of writing  
-  The importance of your words 
-  Writing requires discipline 
-  How it feels to share your words with someone else 
 

 

E.  Overview of Classroom Sessions  
(use attached worksheet on pages 3-5) 

 

 

F. Teacher’s Role During the Residency 
 Observe 

 Participate and Assist 

 Provide follow-up time for activities 

 Provide related instruction 

 

G.  Culminating Activity  

The culminating activity will involve the student’s parents and perhaps other classes.  The 
students will share pieces of their writing with an audience.  All of the students will participate in 
the sharing.  The teachers will need to reserve a larger room for the culminating activity. If 
necessary we can scale down the activity to be a classroom event.   In addition, if it is possible 
we will set up a display of the student’s writing at a location in the school. 

 
 

 

Logistical Factors 
The School must provide:  
(e.g., type of space, materials, equipment) 

Sometimes the children will be writing on their desks and other times we will be moving 
around, pencils, pens, lined paper, markers, tape 
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TEACHER 
ROLE 
During 

Sessions 

 observe 

 participate 

 assist 

 document activities (photos, written notation…) 

TEACHER 
ROLE 

Before Next  
Session 

 

 prepare materials 

 repeat an activity 

 provide related instruction  

 provide time for students to complete activity 

 lead a reflection  
 

 

SESSION 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

 
Classroom  

Session  
#1 
 
 

 Introduce the elements of creative writing and a strong story 

 Tell an autobiographical and a short fictional story to model the type of story they will be writing 

 Brainstorming: Two Minute Stories 

 Reflection 

 Homework: Begin their Story Outline 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#2  
 

 Warm-up: Brainstorming 

 Review the Story Outline 

 Five minute Stories 

 Write out their Story Outline 

 Reflection 

 Homework: Finish their Story Outline 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#3  
 

 Warm: Reviewing elements of a story by interviewing the author creative drama style 

 Comic Strip Style Outline 

 Writing the Beginning 

 Reflection 

 Homework: Finish the beginning of the story and begin the rising action 

 

 
Classroom  

Session  
#4 
 
 

 Warm up: Living Stories, Kinesthetically reviewing the concept of climax 

 Tell another brief five minute story to the students to model strong word pictures 

 Continue writing 

 Reflection 

 Homework: Finish writing the story through the Falling Action 
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SESSION 

 

OVERVIEW 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#5  
 

 Warm Up: Kinesthetically reviewing: What is a good suggestion when revising someone’s story?  

 Finish the Story 

 Peer Revise:  Follow Arianna’s Worksheet 

 Reflection 

 Homework: Read the Story to someone in your support network (Family, Guardian) 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#6  
 

 Warm up:  Playing with our Words 

 Final Copy editing  

 Sharing the story with the Class  

 Reflection 

 
Classroom  

Session  
#7 
 
 

 Warm up: Fast Writing Exercises: Each one is a creative way to come up with a new idea in less than five minutes 

 Introduce the concept of one page Story Poems (uses all of the elements of a story but it is written differently) 

 Brainstorming: Listing topics 

 Reflection 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#8  
 

 Warm up: Playing with Our Stories:  Sharing what we have written 

 Write a short story poem based on one of the topics  

 Reflection 

 
Classroom 

Session  
#9  
 

 Warm up: Confidence Builders 

 Peer Choices:  Work in groups of three to decide which story you are going to share at the culminating activity. 

 Reflection 

 
Classroom  

Session  
#10 

 
 

 Confidence Builders 

 Practice  

 Reflection 

 


